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Welcome to the December 2020 to January 2021 Visionary Newsletter.  The Old Testament 
contains some tremendous blessings, as does the New Testament.  The principles of the 
blessings do not fade.  These promises remain true today, but more than that, the heart of 
God is demonstrated to you in these promises. 
 The Lord will command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you 
undertake. And he will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. The 
Lord will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if you keep 
the commandments of the Lord your God and walk in his ways. And all the peoples of 
the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they shall be 
afraid of you. And the Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your 
womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your ground, within the land 
that the Lord swore to your fathers to give you. The Lord will open to you his good 
treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season and to bless all the 
work of your hands. And you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 
(Deuteronomy 28:8-12 ESV) 

2020  
I think that we have walked through one of 
the most amazing years that I can remember; 
bushfires, floods, hailstones, drought, storms, 
the ongoing presidential election, Covid 19 
and a plethora of individual issues for all of 
us. 
While I am amazed, I am genuinely thankful 
for God’s faithfulness to all of us. 
In Isaiah, we read this well-known passage: 
But now, thus says the LORD, who created 
you, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O 
Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame 
scorch you. (Isaiah 43:1-2) 
I do not mean that we have been affected more than others.  So many people have suffered 
terribly during this last year, for many, the year has been heart-rending. 
Yet still, like so many, we rejoice and thank God over his goodness to us.  The fires came, 
and we did not burn.  The floods came, and we did not drown.  Vision Colleges has stayed 
open every day, even though Covid tried to shut everything down.  Through every trial of 
the last year, God was a present help in time of need. 
While there are times that God averts disaster for us his promise is much more to walk with 
us THROUGH the issues, to lead and guide and bring blessing.  He has indeed. I thank him 
that he has protected our staff and our board of directors.  I thank him for the others who 
work with us to keep the Colleges working: Errol Stevenson, Elizabeth Plant, David Plant. 
From all of us, we pray most heartily that you will have abundant blessing, peace and good 
health throughout the New Year. 

December 2020 –  January 2021 

Steve, Denis, Jade, Jackie, Jenny 
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Ken Chant 
THE GOLDEN FLEECE 

In the year of my birth, 1933, the ABC launched a children’s radio 
programme called The Argonauts Club, which continued in various 
guises for 40 years, and at its peak had 100,000 members. The club, of 
course, was based upon the most ancient of all the Greek myths, the 
story of Jason, with his ship the Argo, the 50 Argonauts (the rowers of 
the Argo), and their quest for the fabulous Golden Fleece. 
From the time that tale was first told 3,000 years ago, Jason’s quest 
for the Golden Fleece has provided a metaphor of anyone who seeks a 
splendid prize, and is willing to dare all, even life itself, to obtain it! 
Yet Jason’s quest, and his Golden Fleece, are pale shadows of the 
adventure and the reward that belong to us in Christ. As Paul wrote – 
To those who go on a quest for glory, honour, and immortality … to 
them God will give everlasting life. (Ro 2:7) 

Why does Paul use such mundane words to describe the fabulous prize that is within our grasp? I 
suppose, because the reality is so amazing that ordinary human language pressed into giving substance to 
infinite splendor is soon exhausted! 
Still, what he does say remains magnificent. He declares that we can win three astounding prizes, our 
very own Golden Fleece! The first of those three prizes is − 
GLORY – a crown, a throne, a sceptre, riches, magnificence, royal authority! As Christ himself said, 
“The righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father!” (Mt 13:43) 
Go outside and glimpse the sun. Your glory will outshine the splendour of that blazing star … your 
brilliance will outshine its radiance … your influence will spread further than its beneficence … your 
healing power will be more powerful than its life-giving force. Whatever can be said about the beauty, 
brilliance, glory, and power of the sun, you will shine more brightly! 
HONOUR – the first prize, “glory,” we will have within ourselves; but “honour” is something others 
must award us; the one is internal; the other is external. 
You may have been despised in this world, or at least treated as having no worth, but in Paradise God and 
his angels will bestow on you the highest accolades. 
We often read about famous people who fall and have some medal, honour, or award stripped from them. 
It is even conceivable (barely!) that my credential could be stripped from me, and my master’s degree, 
and my three doctorates, and (gulp) even my OAM! And the same (I suppose) could happen to you! In 
any case, the grave will turn even the highest earthly honours, awards, prizes into unremembered dust! 
That is why Paul adds a third prize, which secures the indestructibility of the “glory” and “honour” that 
the Father has procured for us in Christ   ̶ 
IMMORTALITY – life forever with the King!  
Indeed, at the deepest level, this quest for our 
very own Golden Fleece of Glory, Honour, 
and Immortality must be the supreme purpose 
of life. So much is this true, that, if necessary, 
we will choose to abandon everything and 
even imperil our lives rather than lose the 
heavenly prize! Let that be your resolution in 
Christ for this New Year! 
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Alison’s Corner 
I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago. I will 
consider all your works and meditate on all your mighty deeds. (Psalm 77:11-12). 

GRATITUDE 

The other day I heard a man say he thanks God every morning for 300 
blessings. I was amazed! Surely there are not that many we can claim each 
day? I decided to see how many I could think of for which to thank the 
Lord.  
I began with this season of Christmas and New Year when it is indeed 
time to think of all the blessings granted us from the Lord. Even despite 
the lockdown and the Covid 19 virus, we still have much for which to 
thank God here in Australia. There are the beauties of nature, the lovely 
trees and flowers with all their different colours and delicate and exquisite 
scents, delighting our senses. God has given us the rivers, the lakes, and 
the sea to enjoy, all from his bounty.  
Then there is the Lord himself and the blessing he bestows on us by being 
so loving and kind, giving himself so freely to redeem us. Then there is 
the spiritual guidance he gives, and comfort when we are sore distressed.  
Then come family members, quite a few when we celebrate Christmas, and we thank the Lord we can 
once more gather freely together, though in small numbers. As well as family there are friends too, of 
many years standing, though we can’t always visit each other, we look forward to being together in 
eternity.  
Our church family comes next in line, especially those who are most precious in friendship to us.  For me, 
they number at least thirty or more. 
We thank God for Denis and Ros Plant and the staff who work so hard for so little, and for our board 
members also who give their time to help Vision College. 
Thank God for ambulance drivers and the many dedicated fire-men recently needed so desperately during 
the terrible bushfires of 2020, and for the refreshing rains that finally put out the fires in answer to united 
prayer.  
There is still more to be grateful for in our daily round.  
First, a home in which to live, then clean water to drink, hot showers, uncontaminated food, and 
electricity which powers a fridge to keep our food fresh. 
Finally, there are government members we trust to rule us well, our army, navy, air force and police to 
keep the peace and protect us from evil. 
Altogether these give us a peaceful and stable country without war. Then there are the doctors and nurses 
who take care of our health and the teachers who dedicate themselves to teach our children. 

Here are far more than 300 blessings! Indeed, I am 
beginning to realise how blessed we are. I think of those in 
other lands who live without clean water and electric 
power to make life easier. Of those displaced persons, 
refugees from war, in tent cities trying to keep their babies 
alive with inadequate water, food and medicine. It is not 
their fault they are there but the fault of others who carry 
on wars of cruel insanity. Lord forgive us if we have been 
ungrateful and help us to be always aware of how blessed 
we are who live in this fair land of Australia.  
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A Student Comments 
Peter Nasrallah 

I started Bible College in my late twenties and did not complete any awards. 
My work demands were heavy, and I had to complete my professional 
studies. The only way for me to study was through distance learning or 
online. 
In May 2019 I left my last employer and decided to use the time to complete 
a sound and biblical-theological course. My ministry is that of “helps” in 
churches, as well as teaching the Word and leading Bible study groups. I 
have been in lay ministry since my conversion. 
Although I am a Spirit-filled believer, who strongly believes and defends 
Pentecostal Theology, I have struggled with many Charismatic churches. In 
my opinion, the Pentecostal Theology is one of the most biblical. However, 
the application of this theology in our churches has been abused, 
misunderstood, untaught, and often wrong teachings emerge due to a 

shallow foundation that depends on the “Spirit” much more than the “Word”. 
I was led to VCC and after completing Dynamic Christian Foundations, I realised how biblical the 
theology is, and how unknown it is in our churches. The Pentecostal/Charismatic churches can have a 
tremendous impact in our cities if the pastors understood and practised what is taught at VCC. 
I am half-way through my Diploma and with every subject completed, I and others, can feel the growth in 
my faith, knowledge, and character. I have not regretted completing any of the subjects. Each and every 
one of them is a treasure that will enlighten all believers involved in ministry. I am working full-time, 
doing another training accreditation and involved in ministry, yet I have not and will not consider 
dropping the course at VCC. It is just too good to lose! 
I highly recommend VCC! It has changed the way I think and minister for the better. I am sure it will do 
the same for you and your church. 

Corn Corner 
One day a duck walks into a store and asks the manager if they sell grapes. 
The manager says, “No, we don’t sell grapes.” The duck goes home and 
comes back the next day and asks the same question. The manager says the 
same thing again, “No, we do not sell grapes.” The duck goes home, comes 
back the next day, and asks the manager if they sell grapes. This time the 
manager says, “No, we don’t sell grapes! If you ask one more time, I will 
nail your beak to the floor!” The duck goes home. It comes back the next 
day and asks the manager if he has any nails. The manager says, “No, I don’t 
have any nails.” The duck says, “Okay, good. Do you sell grapes?”  
Q: If you were forced to go through one of the following doors, which door 
do you go through with 100 % certainty you’d stay alive: a door with a man 
with a gun behind it, a door with a tiger who hasn’t eaten in 7 years behind 
it, or a door with an electric chair behind it? 
A: The one with the tiger behind it, because if it hasn’t eaten in 7 years, it’s dead. 
A man needed a horse, so he went to a temple and got one. Before he left, the priest told him that it was a 
special horse. In order to make the horse go, you say, “Thank God,” and for it to stop you say, “Amen.” 
So the man left, and a few minutes later he dozed off on his horse. Hours later, he woke up and his horse 
was racing him towards the edge of a cliff. Just in time, he shouted “Amen!” and the horse stopped a few 
inches from the edge. “Whew,” said the man, “Thank God!”  
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Book of the Month 
Cameos of Christ 

Cameos of Christ a presents a refreshing view of Jesus.   Those who have 
studied the Bible know who he is.  He is the Word of God become flesh, 
the One and Only Son who came from the Father, full of grace and truth 
(John1:14) He is the Lamb of God who takes away our sin and brings us 
into eternal life. If we receive him, we know we have the right to become 
children of God (John 1:12-13). 
He is the great teacher who taught with the authority received from his 
Father. He knew how to reach ordinary people; how to explain God to 
them. They were fascinated by his wisdom (Matthew 22:15-22). 
He describes himself as the Shepherd of his people, and as the Gate 
through which they must enter into eternal life (John 10:7-9); as the Light 
of the world (8:12) and the Bread which came down from heaven (6:35-
40). 

He is all these things and more. He was born holy, and he remained without sin throughout his life and 
ministry, thus becoming the perfect sacrifice for our sin. He was always obedient and submissive to his 
Father – “The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him” 
(John 8:29). 
He was anointed to heal the sick and to set free those who were bound (Isaiah 61:1-3), and he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed in any way by Satan, for God was with him (Acts 10:38). 
He was full of compassion and pity for the multitude (Matthew 9:35-36) yet stern with those who led the 
people astray with their onerous laws (23:1-36). 
He was courageous in the face of a terrible death, knowing his Father would not leave him or forsake him 
but raise him up again in victory (Psalm 16:8-10). 
Right through the Old Testament, this same Jesus appears. Time and time again, in prophecy and type his 
portrait stands out in bold and dazzling relief, showing convincing proof that Jesus is truly the Son of the 
Living God. 
Before we begin exploring the identity of Jesus may I humbly suggest to those who are still seeking the 
truth: ‘Take heed to the wise words of Jeremiah the prophet’-- 
This is what the Lord says, ‘Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his 
strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands 
and knows me, that I am the Lord who exercises kindness justice and righteousness on earth, for in these 
I delight,’ declares the Lord (Jeremiah 9:23-24). 

Goodson and Jackie Mulaya 
Goodson and Jackie Mulaya have been granted permanent residency in Australia.  We thank God for this.   
It is hard to convey to you all that has happened to them and with them over the lasts few years; to share 
their faithfulness in the face of uncertainty and hardship over the last few years.   
This is a miracle of Go’s provision to keep them here, and now as permanent citizens.  Not only that, but 
in recognition of the poor treatment, the standard waiting period to become citizens has been waived for 
them and they can apply for full citizenship next year. 
Goodson is an extraordinary evangelist.  His heart to win souls to the Lord and settle them in a church is 
tireless.  Jacky is an excellent staff member. She has fitted in and worked so well with so many 
responsibilities.  She is cheerful, capable and delightful. Thank you, Lord, for all you have done for them. 
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From John Quicksilver 
This item was sent from one of our students, John Quicksilver.  He has gone to be with the Lord now.  
The item may be quaint but so good for this Newsletter.  
John learned to read after getting saved, we were the only college that would take him, and he worked 
hard and earned his Diploma.   
He was healed of a blood disorder and the Lord gave him an extra 15 or so years to serve him. He rode a 
scooter as he had broken so many bones during his years as a stockman that he found it difficult to walk 
very far. After his graduation, he exercised a ministry of reconciliation in the shopping areas of his home-
town.  

THE HEAD STOCKMAN 

The Lord is my head Stockman 
He sees I have everything I need 

So, I shall never be in want. 
He leads me down the long paddock 

To where there is good grazing on his Word. 
He guides my way to billabongs 

Of fresh clear waters of his Spirit. 
He renews me each new day 
With his grace and strength 

Bringing great honour to his name 
As he guides me along the three-chain track. 

Even as I graze through dark valleys 
I have no fear 

For he is beside me all the way. 
His stock whip of the Holy Spirit and his “Cooee” 

Protect and comfort me. 
Lord, you always see that a great feed of damper 

and corn beef is put before me 
in the midst of Satan’s duffers 

And they cannot approach and cause me harm 
For I am always under your watchful eye. 

On Nightwatch you personally watch over me 
My quart pot overflows with your many blessings. 

The goodness and mercy of your love, Mate, 
Will see that I do not graze in paddocks that are 

Not of your kingdom, all the years of my life. 
And I will forever live in the home paddock 

of the Lord, my head Stockman. 
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Student Honour Roll 
As a distance education college, we do not have a start or finish date.  We are open for 50 of the 52 weeks 
in a year, ensuring that students can enrol at any time.  Our students are from every state in Australia, 
many of them are quite remote.  We also have a growing number of students from overseas.  Since many 
of the students cannot attend a graduation ceremony, our students graduate throughout the year.   
We will send the award to the student or to their church so it can be presented in the local church service.  
Where there is a local church Bible College we will come, by invitation, and host a graduation service. 
So, while on first glance, we may not seem to have so many graduates, throughout the year, we do in fact 
have a large body of students graduating through Vision Colleges. 
This last two months (October and November) the following 29 students graduated with their awards.  
Congratulations to each of them for a fabulous effort. Most are continuing on in their studies.  
Kieran Murphy Diploma of Biblical Theology Lara VIC  
Silvia Bukovec Cert IV Christian Ministry and Theology Mansfield VIC  
Veronica Medlyn Diploma of Ministry Denver VIC  
Mary Glen Cert III Christian Ministry and Theology Griffith NSW  
Brett Woods Cert III Christian Ministry and Theology Greenwith SA  
Nyssa Fendler Cert III Christian Ministry and Theology Adelaide SA  
Wayne Balwin Cert III Christian Ministry and Theology Illowa Vic  
Russel Flower Cert III Christian Ministry and Theology Paralowie SA  
Sarah Tankard Cert III Christian Ministry and Theology Wyndham Vale Vic  
In addition to the above awards we have sent out 20 Certificate IV in Liberals Arts to students around 
NSW.  
So far we have issued a total of 146 awards during the year 2020  

Award in Biblical Studies 10 
Certificate in Biblical Studies 10 
Associate in Biblical Studies 2 
Diploma of Ministry 5 
Diploma of Thelogy 2 
Bachelor 5 
Cert III in Christian Ministry and Theology 23 
Cert IV in Christian Ministry and Theology 5 
Graduate Diploma of Christian Ministry and Theology 2 
Certificate III in General Education 2 
Certificate IV in Liberal Arts 79 
PhD Christian Education 1 

Our colleges include: (1) the Internet Bible College, our online home, which hosts the non-accredited 
Vision Christian College; and the accredited Vision International College; and (2) degree courses from 
the Texas University of Theology (Religious Exempt); and Vision International University (California 
State Approved).  

A Very Particular Thank You. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ken and 
Alison Chant for their love and commitment to the colleges, 
it’s welfare and their personal support to myself and Ros.  
As long as I have been involved with the colleges they have 
been faithful, and trusting, encouraging and sensitive to us,  
a consistent strength in the darkest days and most glorious 
times.     Thank you, all our love - Denis and Ros Plant 
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The Last Word 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put 
her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you 
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring 
forth a Son, and you shall call his name JESUS, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” Then Joseph, being aroused from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know 
her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called his name JESUS. (Mt 1:18-25) 

Grace and peace be multiplied to you through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 
according as his divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge ofhHim who has called us to glory and virtue, through which he has 
given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, so that by these you might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. (2 Peter 
1:2-4) 

Contact Vision 
 President and Founder Principal and Office 
 Rev. Dr. Ken and Dr. Alison Chant,  Rev. Dr. Denis Plant: 02 9603 2077 
 02 9623 8474 PO Box 84, Macquarie Fields, NSW, 2564 
 Email: kdchant@vision.edu  email: principal@visioncolleges.net 
www.visioncolleges.net    www.facebook.com/visioncolleges     Skype: Vision Colleges   Twitter: @visioncolleges 


